
A WORD FOR THE WEEK...  
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Laetare Sunday. 
The title comes from the Entrance Antiphon, 
“Rejoice, Jerusalem… Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning!” – taken from  the 66 chapter of Isaiah. 

Laetare means “rejoice”, 
and this Sunday is marked by 
a relaxation of the penitential 
character of the Lenten 
season. In church, flowers 
may be used to adorn the 
altar on this day, and the 
organ may be played more 
fully. On Laetare Sunday priests may wear rose 
vestments as a sign of joy. The use of rose vestments 
probably stems from an ancient papal tradition of 
blessing golden roses which would be sent to 
Catholic sovereigns on the Fourth Sunday of Lent, 
and for this reason the day was sometimes called 
‘Dominica de Rosa’. Other names applied to it were 
‘Refreshment Sunday’, or the ‘Sunday of the Five 
Loaves’, from a miracle recorded in the Gospel; 
‘Mid-Lent’ from mi-carême or mediana; and 
‘Mothering Sunday’, in allusion to the Epistle, which 
indicates our right to be called the sons of God as the 
source of all our joy, and also because formerly the 
faithful used to make their offerings in the cathedral 
or mother-church on this day.  

Are we supposed to "Rejoice!" in the middle of 
Lent? Indeed we are! On this Sunday, we look with 
expectation to the great Solemnity of Easter for 
which we have been preparing ourselves as a 
Church during the Lenten season. By its anticipation 
of the joy of Easter, Laetare Sunday is meant to give 
us hope and encouragement as we slowly progress 
towards the Paschal Feast. 

So what can we do individually or as a family to 
make this Laetare Sunday more memorable? In 
addition to attending Sunday Mass, we may choose 
to mark Laetare Sunday by anticipating the Easter 
feast; a Sunday lunch with roses on the table would 
be appropriate. A family might also wish, during 
this beginning period of spring, to plant a rose 
bush on this day. Finally, there was 
a medieval tradition of visiting one’s 
“mother church” (the church where one 
was baptised) on this day. A family trip to 
see where mum and dad or the children 
began their journey of faith could make for 
a fine Sunday afternoon outing! 

FROM POPE FRANCIS…   Lent is a time of renewal 

for the whole Church, for each communities and every 
believer. Above all it is a "time of grace" .God does 
not ask of us anything that he himself has not first 
given us. "We love because he first has loved us" (1Jn 
4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each one of us has a 

place in his heart. He knows us by 
name, he cares for us and he seeks 
us out whenever we turn away 
from him. He is interested in each 
of us; his love does not allow him 
to be indifferent to what happens 
to us. Usually, when we are 
healthy and comfortable, we 

forget about others (something God the Father never 
does): we are unconcerned with their problems, their 
sufferings and the injustices they endure… Our heart 
grows cold. As long as I am relatively healthy and 
comfortable, I don’t think about those less well off. 
Today, this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on 
global proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a 
globalization of indifference. It is a problem which we, 
as Christians, need to confront. When the people of 
God are converted to his love, they find answers to the 
questions that history continually raises. One of the 
most urgent challenges which I would like to address 
in this Message is precisely the globalization of 
indifference. Indifference to our neighbour and to God 
also represents a real temptation for us Christians. 
Each year during Lent we need to hear once more the 
voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our 
conscience. God is not indifferent to our world; he so 
loves it that he gave his Son for our salvation. In the 
Incarnation, in the earthly life, death, and resurrection 
of the Son of God, the gate between God and man, 
between heaven and earth, opens once for all. The 
Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks 
to her proclamation of God’s word, her celebration of 
the sacraments and her witness of the faith which 
works through love (cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends 
to withdraw into itself and shut that door through 
which God comes into the world and the world comes 
to him. Hence the hand, which is the Church, must 

never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed and 
wounded. 

Do not be intimidated by Confession. It is Do not be intimidated by Confession. It is 
simple like if God invites us for a coffee. This is simple like if God invites us for a coffee. This is 
how the Lord calls us: how the Lord calls us: Let’s talk this over, let’s Let’s talk this over, let’s 
discuss it. Don’t be afraid!discuss it. Don’t be afraid!  



IN LENT the traditional Stations of the Cross will 
take place after each of the Sunday Masses at 
St Teresa’s and on Tuesday after the 10.00am 
Mass at St Ambrose Wye. There will be also be 
a special evening Service this Friday 16th 
March: The light of the Cross. 
 

READERS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
please pick up the new rotas in the church 
porch for Holy Week and the following months. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK. Please could all our 
Eucharistic Ministers who are taking the Holy 
Communion to the Sick and Housebound of 
our parish fill the Update Form (you can find it 
in the porch) and give it to one of the priests as 
soon as possible. Those ministers who are 
ready to take this responsibility, or want to do 
more visits, please speak to Fr Lukasz. 
Volunteers for the Hospital Chaplaincy will be 
soon contacted and given more details. 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY AT WYE. 11
th
 March 

refreshments will be available after Mass at St 
Ambrose, Wye in the Stonegate Room, please 
join us if you can. 
 
ALTAR SERVERS MEETING on Saturday 17th 
March after the 10.00am Mass, all to attend. 
 

SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER  
On 24th March 2018 at St Teresa’s Church 
there will be a day of Reflection titled: An 
Introduction to the Incarnation, the Passion 
and the Eucharist in the Franciscan tradition. 
All are welcome. 
10.00 – Mass followed by refreshments in the Parish Hall 
11.00-12.30 – Morning Session 
1.30-2.30 – Afternoon Session 
2.30-2.45 – Prayer 
2.45-3.30 – Regional meeting for Franciscans 
 
MASS IN CELEBRATION OF  THE SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE AT St George’s Cathedral 16th June 
2018. If you are celebrating your 1st / 10th/ 
25th/ 40th/ 50th/ 60th + wedding anniversary 
this year, please give your names as soon as 
possible to Fr Peter. So you can receive an 
invitation from the Archbishop. 
 
 
 

GIFT AID for the 2018/2019 year commences 
on the 8th April . Mrs Joanna Irwin, will be at 
all masses this weekend distributing the new 
envelopes to members at the end of mass. 
For those that donate via bankers order, there 
are also special collection envelopes for you, 
so please see Joanna on your way out. 
Adhering to strict new Data Protection laws, 
you do need to collect your envelopes from 
Joanna; the boxes will not be left in the porch. 
If for any reason you do not collect your box 
this weekend, then please contact Joanna to 
arrange collection. For any parishioners who 
are tax payers and who would be interested 
in joining our scheme, please contact Joanna 
(Tel: 07771 592714) 
Email: joannamirwin@aol.com 
 
LENT LUNCHES will take place once again 
at Wye Methodist Church Hall on Fridays 
12.30-2.00pm. (Donations for Christian Aid). 
Also on Saturday 17th March (9.30-12.00) 
there will be a soup stall for Christian Aid at 
the Wye Farmers Market.  
 
BORN FOR THIS, a powerful and moving 
depiction of the Stations of the Cross. This 
unmissable reflection takes place on 
Saturday, 24th March at 6.00pm in the Relic 
Chapel, Aylesford Priory. Free admission. 
 

FAIRTRADE  STALL in the hall after all the Masses 
on 17th & 18th March. There will also be signing 
of cards for CAFOD. Please support us. 
 

Next FOOD BANK COLLECTION will be on 
weekend of  16th/17th June 2018. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION meeting for 
Parents (short) on Saturday 17th March at 
11.30am in the church. 
 
CONFIRMATION GROUP the next group 
meeting will resume on Thursday 15th March 
at 8.00pm in the Priest’s House.  
 

RCIA GROUP session on Wednesday 14th 
March at 7.30pm in the Priest’s House. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

mailto:joannamirwin@aol.com


 

SATURDAY 10TH MARCH  THE VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY  

  5.30pm Edward & Mabel Ellender  followed by Stations of the Cross 

      

SUNDAY 11TH MARCH FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (B) 

  8.00am People of the Parish  

 followed by Stations of the Cross 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: John Alexander Mark 

 10.30am Jim McDonald  

 followed by Stations of the Cross 

   2.00pm    Mass in Syro-Malankara Rite  

   

MONDAY 12TH MARCH 

 10.00am Semi Pinheiro 

 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH 

 10.00am Anne Roberts RIP 

 10.00am Mass at Wye 

 followed by Stations of the Cross 

 

WEDNESDAY 14TH MARCH 

 10.00am Antonia Taggart  

 

THURSDAY 15TH MARCH  

 10.00am Noel Kilroe RIP 

                   

FRIDAY 16TH MARCH           

 10.00am In Thanksgiving 

                   followed by Exposition and Rosary until 11.00am 

   8.00pm Stations of the Cross: The light of the Cross 

 

 SATURDAY 17TH MARCH 

 10.00am Sister Michael  – Platinum Jubilee  

  5.30pm (Vigil Mass) Eileen & Harry Levins RIP 

 followed by Stations of the Cross 

 

SUNDAY 18TH MARCH  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT (B) 

  8.00am Catherine Carroll  

 followed by Stations of the Cross 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: People of the Parish 

 10.30am Joe Comparetto RIP  followed by Stations of the Cross 

    

MASSES AND SERVICESMASSES AND SERVICES  

CONFESSIONS:  SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.30-5.15pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday-Thursday   

before Mass at 9.45am 



ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  
(01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  

 
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200  

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: 
William Dias, Paul Gasche, Sue Purvis, Rose Wayman, Fr Robert Copsey, Mary Hone, Deidrie 
Callaghan, Marina Shelton, Silvia Arones, Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy 
Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr Wilf McGreal, Marta Thompson, Fr John O’Callaghan, Kathy Collar, 
Bernadine Price, Bernard Claw, Ann Carter, Sue Wall, Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Paul,  
Mary Wells, Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, Kay Kilby, David Lavelle, Debbie, Sarah Weston, 
Marilyn Mahlberg, Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, Myrna Coleman, Teresa Ashby, David Robbins, 
Catherine Keane, Licia Johnston, John Lydon, Peter Laker, Fr David Peck, Sharon Mooney. 

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING: 
Biaggio Gizzi, Bill Munt, Hester Kingwell, Teodata Cirenza, Ann Kirby, Winifred Haselden, 
William |Grove, Teresa Ronayne, Fr Tadeusz Wojtas, Margaret Healy, Noel Kilroe, Bill 
Dodd, Bernard Masters, Frank Webster, Julian Marlow, Teresa Dolan, Jim Heyes, Matilda 
Gacher, John Hayward, Fr Joseph Coleman and all whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

Moira Forth (Funeral Mass on 22nd March) 

Vilma Gizzi (Funeral details to be announced) 

John Earl      (Funeral details to be announced) 

Marilyn Noelberg  (Funeral details to be announced) 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £1,710.33 
including  £375 in Standing Orders 

2ND COLLECTION THS WEEK:  none this week 
COUNTERS: This Week: Angela & Denis 
Next Week:  Monica & Maureen 

GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (tel. 077 71 59 2714) 

ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRIEST’S HOUSE 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk 
EMAIL: stteresa.ashford.t21@btinternet.com 

TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN 

OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
         PARISH PRIEST                                          ASSISTANT PRIEST 
FR PETER KUCHARSKI                         FR LUKASZ  HADUCH 

 

PRIEST AT ST AMBROSE WYE (TEL: 813765) 

FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 

ANNIVERSARIES   

THE SICK   

SUNDAY READINGS 
11 March 2018: 
2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23; Psalm 136(137):1-6; 
Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 
18 March 2018: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15; 
Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=lily.mae&url=http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk&urlHash=3.2240785635416674E-49

