
endless), formation is an active and vital part of every facet 
of the parish. Opportunities to meet with the Catholic 
tradition and liturgical prayers must be constantly cultivated. 

Outreach to the body of Christ is practiced. This 
happens when people around us who find themselves in 
need, lost, marginalised, vulnerable or sick are fed, 
clothed, nourished and welcomed. 

There is a plan for a sustainable and responsible 
future. Responsibility and accountability regarding all 
aspects of the parish is developed and conveyed as a 
result of long-range planning. 

Communal life abounds. Vibrant parishes gather 
people for study, outreach, formation and fun. These 
moments are integral to enabling members to connect and 
respond to one another’s needs. The time for care by a 
loving community happens every day; death, illness, family 
crises and life’s difficulties come to all. 

Baptism’s vocational call is cultivated. Baptism 
calls all to ministry and discipleship. This sacrament 
echoes over all members of a community, inviting a 
response of generous hearts and lives. Vibrant 
communities are places where members are encouraged 
in their call, supported in their discernment and find 
sustenance as they respond. 

Life wells up from inside, becoming visible from the 
outside. Imagine the signs people of Ashford might 
see from our parish pulsing with life, or the humming 
energy all believers  might feel if the spirit of vibrant 
parishes caught on, one to another, like a wildfire 
spreads across the land. This is a challenge to each 
one of us. 

A vibrant parish is alive with a pulse that is felt and 
seen from within by its members and externally by 
those who know it by its works, ministries and 
reputation. A while ago I came across this article 
about signs of a vibrant parish: 

All who enter experience welcome and 
hospitality. The stranger becomes a guest and people 
linger and engage with one another. A Parish can have a 
wonderful welcoming group at the door, but they must also 
welcome new ideas and fresh ways of doing old business. 

Liturgy inspires active participation and offers 
an experience of God. Many components create 
good liturgy and almost everyone has an opinion on 
them. But some values help all liturgies. That's why it is 
so important to have a beautiful liturgical equipment, the 
liturgical ministers who are well formed and music 
responsive to the liturgical seasons as well as the 
cultures and languages. 

Parishioners recognise their parish mission. 
Parishioners know who they are and who they are called to 
be. Vibrant parishes make sure everyone knows their mission. 

Collegial leadership is practiced. All parish bodies, 
whether they are pastoral councils, finance committees or 
other leadership groups, gain trust when they systematically 
practice mutuality in decision-making, transparency in 
policies, and empowerment as an organization. 

Members are recognised as gifted and called 
forth to use their gifts. Parishes that work at this do 
not have “always the same people” doing all the work. 

Faith is nurtured. Whether it is education programs, 
devotions, youth activities, social events (the list is 

TODAY IS GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY  In today’s passage Jesus 
emphasises the self-sacrificing element in his own life: "The good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his 
sheep." He contrasts the good shepherd who owns the sheep to someone who is simply hired to look after them. 
The hired man thinks primarily of his own welfare and, if he sees a wolf coming, he takes off, leaving the sheep to 
be attacked and scattered in fear and terror. Jesus, on the other hand, will not be like a hired person: "I lay down 
my life for my sheep."  The good shepherd deeply desires that many other sheep should come to identify 
themselves with him. "There are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have to lead as well." The 
ultimate goal is that "there will be only one flock, and one shepherd", that the whole world will be united together 
with its God and Lord. This is the meaning of the Kingdom which is at the heart of the Gospel message.  There 
are still so many millions of people who have not yet heard the message of a loving God, a God who sent his only 
Son to die for them. They seek meaning and happiness in their lives by pursuing all kinds of other goals which 
inevitably turn to ashes: material abundance, status in the eyes of others, power over others, mistaking pleasure 
and hedonism for happiness… In so doing, they reject Jesus the Good Shepherd.   

 A WORD FOR THE 

OUR NEW PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Louise Perry, Annie Henderson, Jomy George, Mary Elmslie, Joyce 
Masimba, Dr George Vattakuzhiyil, Lee Parris, Colum Price, Chris Heather, 
Chris Rundle, Graham Sanders, Maurice O’Reilly, Stephen Gasche 



FINANCE MEETING  Wednesday  2nd May at 
7.00pm in the Priests’ House. 
 
MASS IN CELEBRATION OF  THE SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE AT St George’s Cathedral 16th June 
2018. If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/ 
40th/50th/60th+ wedding anniversary this year, 
please give your names as soon as possible to Fr 
Peter. So you can receive an invitation from the 
Archbishop. 
 

OUR DEANERY AND THE EUCHARIST We 
encourage parishioners to join us for our Deanery 
series of reflections on the Eucharist.  The 
second, Eucharist & the Scriptures, will be led 
by Fr. Kevin Alban, O.Carm. on Saturday, 5

th
 

May (11 am – 2 pm) at St Jude Welcome Centre, 
Tanners Street, Faversham ME13 7JW. All are 
welcome.  For more information, please see the 
notice at the back of the church. 
 
MASS FOR RETIRED AND THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE 
Saturday 28th April at 10.00am. This is a very 
special invitation to all our Parishioners to come to 
this Mass. Afterwards in the hall our Confirmation 
Group will be serving tea, coffee and cakes they 
have prepared. Please do stay and come and 
enjoy their company and food. All very welcome. 
 
MASS FOR MIGRANTS The Mass for Migrants 
will take place in St George's Cathedral this year 
on Monday 7th July at 11.00 am.  All are welcome 
to attend this lively and colourful service in support 
of migrants and refugees, which will be preceded 
by a banner procession at 10.45 am . 

 
WEDNESDAY GROUP Next meeting 
Wednesday 25th April at 2.00pm in the Church 
hall. Paul Dunning from Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (a charity providing medical assistance 
in isolated communities worldwide) will be our 
speaker. Usual refreshments and a raffle will take 
place. Everyone welcome. For further details 
contact Rosemary 622014 
 
ST TERESA’S WALKING GROUP Saturday 28th 
April. Meet at the Church car park at 9.00am 
to proceed to Ryarsh for a five and a half 
mile walk. It will be muddy in places and a 
stick is advisable. Lunch will be at the Duke 
of Wellington. For further details contact 
Terry Gabony 812942 

GARDEN TOOLS COLLECTION Its springtime, 
so if you are doing a Spring clear out of 
tools, both gardening and DIY. Please 
hold on to them, if they are in usable con-
dition, as we hope soon to do a  collection 
to send these to Africa( via Tools with a 
Mission) where they will be gratefully  
received. Thank you!  
 

Next FOOD BANK COLLECTION will be on 
weekend of  16th/17th June 2018. 
 

NEXT FAIRTRADE  STALL in the hall will be 
7th & 8th July. Please support us. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION next class on 
Saturday 28th April after 10.00am Mass. 
 

CONFIRMATION GROUP the next group 
meeting will resume on Thursday 26th April at 
8.00pm in the Priest’s House.  
 

RCIA GROUP  session on Wednesday 25th 
April at 7.30pm in the Priest’s House. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

A COURSE FOR GRANDPARENTS One of the 
deepest wishes of grandparents who believe in 
God, is to transmit that faith to their children and 
grandchildren. Is there something we can do to 
pass this faith on better? What are the things 
children need to know, so that their faith will grow? 
Is taking them to Church not enough? ….  Come 
to 4 sessions where we will consider some key 
points that can help children acquire a solid faith. 
Venue: St. Teresa’s Church hall, Tuesday 
mornings:  May 8 / 15 / 22 / 29, Time:11am — 
1pm (see notice on Church board at back of 
Church). 
 

 CCF GOLDEN JUBILEE: 1968-2018 The Centre for 
Catholic Formation will be 50 years old this 
summer and a lecture series has been arranged 
as part of our celebrations. All are welcome to 
attend one or all  four evening talks on key 
themes: Bishop Paul Mason on adult formation 
(5th June); Dr Caroline Farey on catechesis (8 th 
June); Canon John Udris on GK Chesterton (14 th 
June) and Dr Pia Matthews on Disability Theology 
(19 thJune). To book your place: https://
www.ccftootingbec.org.uk/fifty or call 020 8672 
7684; email: office@ccftootingbec.org.uk 

https://www.ccftootingbec.org.uk/fifty
https://www.ccftootingbec.org.uk/fifty


 

 

SATURDAY 21ST APRIL  ST ANSELM THE VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY    

  5.30pm Annu Anthony RIP 

  

SUNDAY 22ND APRIL       FOURTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER (B) 

  8.00am Souls of Johan Min and Adrian Lindeman 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: People of the Parish 

 10.30am     Sisters of Mercy  

   5.30pm Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite   

      

MONDAY 23RD APRIL        ST GEORGE  

 10.00am  Kevin Osborne RIP 

  

TUESDAY  24TH APRIL 

 10.00am Tom Connor RIP 

 10.00am Mass at Wye 

 followed by Exposition  and Rosary until 11.00 

   

WEDNESDAY 25TH APRIL   ST MARK   

 10.00am In Thanksgiving 

  

THURSDAY 26TH APRIL  

 10.00am     Alan Simmons RIP 

                                         

FRIDAY 27TH APRIL   

 10.00AM Ted Hughes RIP  

                      

                      

 SATURDAY 28TH APRIL           

10.00AM      Mass for retired Parishioners and those who live alone  

                    (followed by refreshments in the Parish Hall) 

5.30pm       For the Success of our Symposium in London 

  

SUNDAY 29TH APRIL  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (B) 

  8.00am Deceased members of  the Rossi family 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: People of the Parish 

 10.30am Canon Anthony Ford RIP  

MASSES AND SERVICESMASSES AND SERVICES  

CONFESSIONS:  SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.30-5.15pm 



ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  
(01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  

 
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200  

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: 
Loretto ,Julie Cook, Rosemary Sloan, Margaret Lane, Kevin & Kay Dagg, William Dias, Paul Gasche, Sue 
Purvis, Rose Wayman, Fr Robert Copsey, Mary Hone, Deidrie Callaghan, Marina Shelton, Silvia Arones, 
Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr Wilf McGreal, Marta 
Thompson, Fr John O’Callaghan, Kathy Collar, Bernadine Price, Bernard Claw, Ann Carter, Sue Wall, 
Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Mary Wells, Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, Kay Kilby, David 
Lavelle, Debbie, Sarah Weston,  Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, Myrna Coleman, Teresa Ashby, David 
Robbins, Catherine Keane, Licia Johnston, John Lydon, Peter Laker, Fr David Peck, Sharon Mooney. 

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING: 
Anne Goddard, Jack Doyle, Josephine Thusby, Harry Doherty, George Henneker, Maria Luan, 
Thomas Sheridan, William Bone, Russell Wills, Mary Kelly, Audrey Todd, Doris Featherestone, 
Kieron Larkin, Gwendoline Kirby, Patrick Connor, Johanna Morrissey, George Malone, Eric 
Tomkins and all whose anniversaries occur at this time.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

Danny Melville (Cremation on Friday 4th May at 2.00pm) 
Rosaria Corallo (Requiem Mass  on Friday 11th May 12.30pm) 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £ 1,612.01 
including  £375 in Standing Orders 

2ND COLLECTION THS WEEK:  Ecclesiastical Education 
COUNTERS: This Week: Maureen & Monica 
Next Week:  Chris & Sadie 
GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (tel. 077 71 59 2714) 

ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRIEST’S HOUSE 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk 
EMAIL: stteresa.ashford.t21@btinternet.com 

TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN 

OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
         PARISH PRIEST                                          ASSISTANT PRIEST 
FR PETER KUCHARSKI                         FR LUKASZ  HADUCH 

 

PRIEST AT ST AMBROSE WYE (TEL: 813765) 

FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 

ANNIVERSARIES   

THE SICK   

SUNDAY READINGS 
22nd April 2018: 
Acts 4: 8-12; Psalm 117(118):1, 8-9, 21-23 , 26, 28-
29. 1 John 3: 1-2, John 10: 11-18 
29th April 2018: 
Acts 9:26-31, Psalm 21 (22)4:26-28,30-32 

1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=lily.mae&url=http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk&urlHash=3.2240785635416674E-49

