
and resurrection, and of each person's baptism. 
Pope Francis urged parents and grandparents to 
teach children from a very young age how to 
make the sign of the cross properly and what it 
means. He said so often it looks like kids are just 
gesturing “a picture of something that is definitely 
not a cross. Explain to them that they will have 
Jesus' cross as protection.” 
The celebrant  then greets the assembly, with The 
Lord be with you, and the assembly's response, 
And with your spirit, shows the community of God 
in dialogue. “We are entering into a 'symphony,'“ 
he said, “in which different tones of voices 
resound, including moments of silence, with an 
aim of creating an 'accord' among all participants, 
that is, to see each other as animated by the one 
Spirit and for the same purpose.” One expresses 
in this way the common faith and the mutual 
desire to be with the Lord and to live in unity with 
the whole community. 
The penitential act following the greeting invites all 
those gathered to recognize their sins and ask for 
forgiveness. It is more than a moment of self-
reflection; it is an invitation to admit that one is a 
sinner before God and before the community of 
brothers and sisters with humility and sincerity, like 
the publican at the temple. 
“Since the Mass makes present Christ's passage 
from death to life”, the Pope said, “the first thing 
we have to do is recognise our situations of death 
in order to be able to rise up with him toward a 
new life.” 

“Don't be late for Mass believing the introductory 
rites do not matter”, Pope Francis (General Audience 
on 21 December 2017). The words and 
gestures that open the celebration help 
the faithful come together as one and 
prepare them to listen to the Word of 
God and celebrate the Eucharist 
worthily. 
“It is not a good habit to be looking at the 
clock and calculating how much of the beginning of 
Mass would be OK to miss and still fulfil one's 
obligation. Get to Mass early - not late, because it 
is during the introductory rites that we begin to 
adore God as a community and to prepare the 
heart for this celebration with the community.”  
Understanding these holy signs is necessary in 
order to fully experience the Mass and saviour all 
of its beauty. The gestures that accompany the 
Mass risk going unnoticed, but they are very 
significant because they express from the start 
that the Mass is an encounter of love with Christ, 
who offers his body on the cross, becoming victim 
and priest. After the entrance, the celebrant bows 
and kisses the altar as an expression of 
veneration because the altar is a symbol of Christ. 
Everyone gathers around the altar, not to look at 
each other. But to look at Christ, who is at the 
centre of the community. With the sign of the 
cross, the priest and assembly recognise the 
liturgy is carried out in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is a sign of the 
mystery of the Trinity, of Christ's loving sacrifice 

Christ willingly accepted crucifixion for our sakes, he gave the greatest proof of love which the world has 
ever known, by laying down his life for his friends, did not make his sufferings any less, did not ease any 
of the pains of Calvary. We Christians must have hearts of stone, hearts devoid of all gratitude, when we 
forget what Christ has done for us and deliberately offend him! This is what all of us do sometimes, and 
many of us do all the time. Christ died to bring us to heaven. God gave us a free will we can in a moment 
of folly, a moment of madness really, deprive ourselves of the privileges and possessions which Christ 
has made available to us. We can choose to exchange an eternity of happiness for a few fleeting years 
of self-indulgence on earth. We can fling Christ's gift of love back in his face and tell him we don't want it. 
God forbid that we should ever act like this, that we should forget God's purpose in creating us. It is a 
marvellous thing to be alive, if we have hope in a future life. If nothing awaited us but the grave, then to 
live on this earth, which is a valley of sorrow and tears for the vast majority, would be the cruellest of jests. 
Life on earth is but a short prelude to our real existence. Be grateful to God, prove your love by loving 
your fellowmen. By doing this you are fulfilling the whole law and the prophets; and you are assuring 
yourself of the place in heaven which Christ has won for you.  

 A WORD FOR THE WEEKWEEK...  



CONFIRMATION GROUP Thank you to the 
Confirmation Group who prepared cakes and tea 
and coffee for the elderly retired and lonely 
parishioners of our Parish. It was a lovely event. 
We hope to repeat this again. 
Visit to meet Bishop Paul’s at West Malling on 
Friday 11th May. Meet at Ashford Train Station at 
5.45pm. Please bring £5 in change. 
 

MASS FOR MIGRANTS The Mass for Migrants 
will take place in St George's Cathedral this year 
on Monday 7th July at 11.00 am.  All are welcome 
to attend this lively and colourful service in support 
of migrants and refugees, which will be preceded 
by a banner procession at 10.45 am . 
 

A COURSE FOR GRANDPARENTS One of 
the deepest wishes of grandparents who 
believe in God, is to transmit that faith to their 
children and grandchildren. Is there something 
we can do to pass this faith on better? What 
are the things children need to know, so that 
their faith will grow? Is taking them to Church 
not enough? ….  Come to 4 sessions where 
we will consider some key points that can help 
children acquire a solid faith. Venue: St. 
Teresa’s Church hall, Tuesday mornings:  May 
8 / 15 / 22 / 29, Time:11am — 1pm (see notice 
on Church board at back of Church). 
 

CCF GOLDEN JUBILEE: 1968-2018 The Centre for 
Catholic Formation will be 50 years old this 
summer and a lecture series has been arranged 
as part of our celebrations. All are welcome to 
attend one or all  four evening talks on key 
themes: Bishop Paul Mason on adult formation 
(5th June); Dr Caroline Farey on catechesis (8 th 
June); Canon John Udris on GK Chesterton (14 
th June) and Dr Pia Matthews on Disability 
Theology (19 thJune). To book your place:  call 
020 8672 7684. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND   
9th-17th October cost £1,229.00 which 
includes all excursions. Pilgrimage to Fatima 
25th November to 1st December. Cost 
£759.00  For more details contact Mrs R 
Mozza 0208 472 0843. 
 

BEREAVEMENT TRAINING will take place on 
Saturday 16th June from 9.00am-5.30pm at Our 
Lady Sacred Heart Parish, Clarence Road, Herne 
Bay. Anyone interested in going please contact  
Fr Peter.

GARDEN TOOLS COLLECTION Its springtime, 
so if you are doing a Spring clear out of 
tools, both gardening and DIY. Please hold 
on to them, if they are in usable condition, 
as we hope soon to do a  collection to 
send these to Africa( via Tools with a Mis-
sion) where they will be gratefully  
received. Thank you!  
 

Next FOOD BANK COLLECTION will be on 
weekend of  16th/17th June 2018. 
 

NEXT FAIRTRADE  STALL in the hall will be 
7th & 8th July. Please support us. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION next class on 
Saturday 12th May after 10.00am Mass. 
 

CONFIRMATION GROUP  the next group 
meeting will be on Thursday 17th May at 
8.00pm in the Priest’s House. We will visit 
Bishop paul on Friday 11th May. 
 

RCIA GROUP  session on Wednesday 9th 
May at 7.30pm in the Priest’s House. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

BISHOPS' CONFERENCE: PRAYER FOR PEACE 
At this time of heightened international tension, the 
Bishops' Conference asks priests and people to 
pray daily for peace in the world and for greater 
collaboration between all nations. They would  
recommend that, in the coming months the 

following prayer be said:  Let us pray, through 

the intercession of Mary Queen of Peace, for 

peace on earth and an end to violence and 
terrorism in our world, for a new spirit of 

trust and collaboration between nations, for 

the gift of wisdom for our politicians and 
leaders, and especially for the resolution of long-
standing conflicts in Syria, Gaza and Ukraine, and 
in other countries around the world. 
 
BOY AND GIRL CHORISTER RECRUITMENT OPEN 
DAY  Saturday 19 May from 10am If you are aged 
between 8 and 13, are good at reading and really 
love singing, you could have the chance to join 
one of our choirs and to enjoy singing in a beautiful 
building. If parents would like to register their 
interest or ask any questions, please contact the 
Director of Music, Norman Harper, by e-mail at 
music@stgeorges.org.uk  

mailto:music@stgeorges.org.uk


 

 

SATURDAY 5TH MAY  THE VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY    

  5.30pm Billy Cron 

 

SUNDAY 6TH MAY  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (B) 

  8.00am People of the Parish 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: May Cox 

 10.30am John Earl RIP  

  5.00pm       Mass in Polish  

      

MONDAY 7TH MAY  

 10.00am  Sisters of Mercy 

  

TUESDAY  8TH MAY 

 10.00am Andrea Hambleton 

 10.00am Mass at Wye 

 followed by Exposition  and Rosary until 11.00 

   

WEDNESDAY 9TH MAY                

 10.00am Ann Earl’s Intention 

  

THURSDAY 10TH MAY                  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

 10.00am     Angela Bradley 

  10.00am     Mass at Wye 

   7.30pm     People of the Parish 

                                         

FRIDAY  11TH MAY                       

 10.00AM Eugene O’Callaghan 

 12.30pm      Requiem Mass Rosaria Corallo  
                  

 SATURDAY 12TH MAY  

10.00AM      Agnes Sullivan 

5.30pm       Edna & Peter Wydera RIP 

  

SUNDAY 13TH MAY  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (B) 

  8.00am Ben Bastinelli RIP 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: Ethel Drake 

 10.30am People of the Parish  

  4.30pm      Mass in Syro-Malankara Rite  

MASSES AND SERVICESMASSES AND SERVICES  

CONFESSIONS:  SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.30-5.15pm 

At 9.45am before all weekday Masses 

there will be a sung Litany to Our Lady 

in the month of May 



ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  
(01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  

 
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200  

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: 
Philip Croft, Brige Reid, Julie Cook, Rosemary Sloan, Margaret Lane, Kevin & Kay Dagg, William Dias, 
Paul Gasche, Sue Purvis, Rose Wayman, Fr Robert Copsey, Mary Hone, Deidrie Callaghan, Marina 
Shelton, Silvia Arones, Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr 
Wilf McGreal, Marta Thompson, Fr John O’Callaghan, Kathy Collar, Bernadine Price, Bernard Claw, 
Ann Carter, Sue Wall, Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Mary Wells, Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, 
Kay Kilby, David Lavelle, Debbie, Sarah Weston,  Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, Myrna Coleman, Teresa 
Ashby, David Robbins, Catherine Keane, Licia Johnston, John Lydon, Peter Laker, Fr David Peck, 
Sharon Mooney. 

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING: 
John Harling, Timothy Cronin, Joan Green, April Rimell, Teresa Hilleard, David Williams, Sandy 
Wilson, Stephanie Schwanethel, Stanley Hone, Reg Mills, Michael Campbell, John O’Sullivan, 
Lester Sacre, Doris Beaney, Mary Flint, Josie Morton, Gerry Noonan, Albert Rayner, Mary 
Robertson, Gerald Williams and all whose anniversaries occur at this time.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

Rosaria Corallo (Requiem Mass  on Friday 11th May 12.30pm) 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £ 1,521.98 
including  £375 in Standing Orders 

St George’s Cathedral: £450.51  
2ND COLLECTION THIS WEEK:  None 

2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK:  Communications  

COUNTERS: This Week: Eileen & John 
Next Week:  Karen & Andy 
GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (tel. 077 71 59 2714) 
AT HOME: a priest available for a chat or office enquiry 
on Mondays from 5.00pm to 7.00pm (except Bank Holidays)  

ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRIEST’S HOUSE 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk 
EMAIL: stteresa.ashford.t21@btinternet.com 

TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN 

OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
         PARISH PRIEST                                          ASSISTANT PRIEST 
FR PETER KUCHARSKI                         FR LUKASZ  HADUCH 

 

PRIEST AT ST AMBROSE WYE (TEL: 813765) 

FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 

ANNIVERSARIES   

THE SICK   

SUNDAY READINGS 
6th May 2018: 
Acts 10: 25-26, 20-26, 34-35, 44-48; Psalm 97(98):1-
4: 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

13th May 2018: 
Acts 1:15-17,20-26; Psalm 102 (103):1-2,11-12,19-

20; 1 John 4:11-16; John 17:11-19 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=lily.mae&url=http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk&urlHash=3.2240785635416674E-49

