
starts with “legitimate reasons” around family, 
work, or play. But, after a while the thought enters 
the mind, “I don’t need church to have a 
relationship with God.” Obviously, we can walk 

with God outside of church, but 
we’re stretching this idea to 

benefit our self centred interest 
as well. There's no such thing 
as a spiritually mature Christian 
who is not committed to his 
local church. There's no mature 
faith without seeking to 
worship God wherever we 

may be. For us, Catholics, there 
is no substitute for Sunday 
Mass, serving others who are 
in need, and sharing the 

Gospel by who we are and how 
we live. Remember, your presence at church 
encourages others! Consequently, when you are 
out of town, go to church! Never mind the 
language or distance. It’s great opportunity to see 
God move in other churches! Maybe God has a 
word for you there! 

Let us take a lesson from today's Gospel (Mark 
6:30-34). Jesus said to them, ‘You must come 
away to some lonely place all by yourselves and 
rest for a while’...; So they went off... As he 
stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he 
took pity on them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd, and he set himself to teach 
them at some length. 

It’s good to take time off and rest. But our souls 
find rest in God alone. We mustn’t forget that we 
are still the People of God and members of the 
Church, even while on holiday. 

Today's Gospel on this first 
weekend of School Holiday invites us to reflect 
upon the meaning of rest for a Christian. It is a 
fact that a lot of people take a vacation from God 
and Church during the summer. Summer time 
features a lot of family 
vacations, travel, 
slowing of routines, and 
laziness. Mention the 
word summer and 
most people begin to 
imagine the beach, 
cool drinks, and 
anything but the 
“normal” routine. All too 
often,  Christ ians 
imagine “breaks” from 
their churches and 
spiritual devotions. 
They travel and vacate and take a holiday from 
Jesus. Somehow we manage to rationalise by 
saying, “I’m on vacation,” as if Jesus isn’t the Lord 
while we’re on vacation.  

Vacations, holidays and summer rest with the 
family are all good, important and valuable things 
to do. But don’t take time off from church 
attendance, worship, prayer and Bible reading! 
The Bible says: “Let us think of ways to motivate 
one another to acts of love and good works.  And 
let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially 
now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.” (Hebrew 10:24-25). In other words, God 
commands us to meet together, so we can 
encourage and bless one another! 

It is sad that every summer some people get 
out of the habit of attending church. It usually 
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St. Mark very strongly brings out the compassion, the human understanding of Jesus for man. He first 
planned to give his Apostles a well-earned rest. He, planned that they should go to a quiet corner of the Sea 
of Galilee where there was no village and where, they would not be disturbed. The desire of the crowds, 
however, to see him and to hear him speak upset these plans. There they were waiting when the boat pulled 
to shore. He could have sent them away, but again his human compassion took over. Seeing these simple 
people of Galilee so anxious to hear about God, he let them stay and began to preach the good news of 
forgiveness and hope to them. They were simple, villagers, shepherds and fishermen. They were, as our 
Lord described them, "like sheep without a shepherd”. Not only would he sacrifice his rest to come to their aid 
but he would, later on, lay down his life for them and for all of us. The compassionate Christ has had pity on 
us too, and has brought us into his fold. He knows all our infirmities and all our human weaknesses, and he is 
ever-ready to have pity on us and pardon us. Those people of Galilee were not saints, they were ordinary, 
run-of-the mill, not over religious people. They were often uncharitable to one another; they prayed very little. 
Yet our Lord had compassion on them. This should give us great confidence, great encouragement. Christ 
has not changed: he is the same yesterday, today and forever.  



INTERNATIONAL MASS & LUNCH Mother 
Teresa once said to “do things for people not 
because of who they are or what they do in 
return, but because of who you are.” A huge 
thank you to all involved who made this a 
wonderful parish community event. Thank you to 
everyone who stayed and enjoyed the excellent 
food from many nations. 
 
CYMFED FLAME 2019. The biggest Catholic 
Youth Event in England and Wales is back. 
Young people from across our Diocese are 
invited to go to Flame in Wembley arena on 
Saturday 2nd March 2019. Please contact 
Fr Peter or Louise 610025 if you would like to go.  
 

A SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST 
● Please say a special prayer for Bernadine 
Price asking the Lord to strengthen her 
spiritually and physically. 
● Please remember Fr Lukasz in your prayers. 
He has had a successful operation which 
should allow him to recover after the accident. 
If anybody wants to send him a card please 
leave it in the special box in the church’s 
porch or in the Priest’s House. 
 
ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE of the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings takes place in the Choir 
Chapel at Aylesford Priory on Monday 6 August, 
starting at 8.20 pm. All are welcome to join us, not 
only Catholics, but people of any Faith, or none. 
Please try to join us for this event. 
 
ST TERESA’S WALKING GROUP  The next 
St Teresa’s walk will be on Saturday 28

th
 July, 

Hazel will be leading the walk. The walk will be at 
Doddington nr. Lenham, approx. 5½ miles long, 
slightly undulating but with beautiful views.  Lunch 
will be taken at The Chequers Country Kitchen, 
The Street, Doddington ME9 0BG.  The pub is dog 
friendly for those with dogs. Please meet at the rear 
of St Teresa’s Church at 9:00 a.m. or at the 
Chequers for 9:30 approx. Further details, please 
contact Hazel on 01797 366989 
 
GDPR became effective on 25

th
 May 2018. To be 

able to provide a necessary protection we have 
changed our email address according to the 
diocesan recommendation. 
Our new parish email address is: 
ashford@rcaos.org.uk  Please do not use the old 
email address. 

JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP J&P group wish to 
thank all who supported the Fairtrade stall at 
the weekend. A total of £225 was raised to 
help people to achieve fairer wages for their 
work in the Third World. 
 

TOOLS Thank you for bringing your 
gardening and DIY equipment to support the 
appeal on behalf of Tools with a Mission. 
They have responded saying: “Thank you 
on behalf of every person who will now have 
their lives transformed because of you”. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

● Our annual summer garden party is on 
Wednesday 25

th
 July 2.00pm in Estelle Ken-

nedy's lovely garden. Tea and cake can be en-
joyed and a donation of £2.50 is requested 
please. For further details please contact Rose-
mary 622014 
 

● Our annual visit to Aylesford is on Wednes-
day 29

th
 August. The coach leaves St. Teresa's 

at 10.00 with mass at midday, lunch and free 
time. Seats are available to parishioners and 
friends. A £10 non-refundable deposit is re-
quired. Contact Susan Gasche 660641 

WEDNESDAY CLUB 

OFS ST PIO FRATERNITY ASHFORD would 
like to thank everyone who contributed towards the 
£961 for  WELL4AFRICA project. 
 
AUGUST is a time of holidays for everyone. The 
Parish Office will only be open on Wednesdays 
from 9.00am to 12 noon for major enquiries. If you 
have any  minor enquiries please speak to a Priest 
after Mass. The AT HOME on a Monday evening 
will resume in September. 
NEWSLETTER  Please note that during August 
the newsletter will be printed every two weeks. It 
will return to every week in September. 
 
 

PRAYER 
God of all, you are always there for us. Help us to 
be there for others when they need us and to treat 
all people with compassion and respect.  Help us 
to follow your example. Teach us not be selfish and 
to think of others with kindness, so that we may 
show patience and compassion to all. Amen. 

mailto:ashford@rcaos.org.uk


 

 

SATURDAY 21ST JULY   THE VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY    

 5.30pm Helen Mary Heyes 

 

SUNDAY 22ND JULY  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)    

 8.00am People of the Parish 

 9.15am Mass at Wye: In Thanksgiving Jolliffe Family 

 10.30am In Thanksgiving 

  4.30pm Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite       

 

MONDAY 23RD JULY        ST BRIDGET 

 10.00am PC Mathew 

 

TUESDAY  24TH JULY           

 10.00am Sam Parris, Doris & Ken Parris 

 

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY     ST JAMES      

 10.00am Marriage & Family Life Team 

 

THURSDAY 26TH JULY        ST JOACHIM & ANNE 

 10.00am Fr Jerry Doyle RIP 

 11.00am Mass at Wye:  

  

FRIDAY  27TH JULY    

10.00am  Peter Scott 

 

SATURDAY 28TH JULY  

 10.00AM In Thanksgiving to St Rita 

 5.30pm Birthday Thanksgiving 

 

SUNDAY 29TH JULY        SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B) 

 8.00am People of the Parish 

 9.15am Mass at Wye: Victor Cox 

 10.30am Thomas Floyd RIP 

MASSES AND SERVICESMASSES AND SERVICES  

CONFESSIONS:  SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.30-5.15pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRIEST’S HOUSE 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk   EMAIL: ashford@rcaos.org.uk 
TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN, OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
                 PARISH PRIEST                                    ASSISTANT PRIEST             PRIEST AT WYE   (TEL: 813765) 
       FR PETER KUCHARSKI                 FR LUKASZ  HADUCH              FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 
               

      VISITING PRIEST IN JULY & AUGUST 

          CANON LUKE SMITH                      Fr Lukasz is not available due to his recovery. 
 

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: 
Fr Lukasz, Helen Smith, Philip Croft, Brige Reid, Julie Cook, Rosemary Sloan, Margaret Lane, Kevin & Kay 
Dagg, William Dias, Paul Gasche, Sue Purvis, Mary Hone, Deidrie Callaghan, Marina Shelton, Silvia Arones, 
Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr Wilf McGreal, Marta 
Thompson, Fr John O’Callaghan, Kathy Collar, Bernadine Price, Bernard Claw, Ann Carter, Sue Wall, 
Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Mary Wells, Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, Kay Kilby, David Lavelle, 
Debbie, Sarah Weston, Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, Myrna Coleman, Teresa Ashby, David Robbins, 
Catherine Keane, Licia Johnston, John Lydon, Peter Laker, Fr David Peck, Sharon Mooney. 

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING: 
William Stanford, Norah Goldup, Michael Hunt, Veronica Byrne, Ryan Clements, Alfie Hildon-
Russell, Virginia Doyle, Monty Browne, Elizabeth Cleverdon-Skellon, Elizabeth Wharton, Rose Alldis, 
Norman Silk, William Osborne, Annie Hutcheons, Antoni Orlikowski and all whose anniversaries 
occur at this time.  
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

Alberto Diduca 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £ 1,422.57 including  £375 in Standing Orders 

2ND COLLECTION THIS WEEK:  NONE 

2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK:  NONE  
COUNTERS:  This Week: Angela & Denis Next Week: Eileen & John  
GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (tel. 077 71 59 2714) 
AT HOME: a priest available for a chat or office enquiry on Mondays 
 from 5.00pm to 7.00pm  

ANNIVERSARIES   

THE SICK   

SUNDAY READINGS 
22nd July 2018: 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 22(23); Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30-34 
 

29th July 2018: 
2 Kings 4: 42-44 Psalm 144(145):10-11, 15-18;  Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 

ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  (01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200               WEB: www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=lily.mae&url=http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk&urlHash=3.2240785635416674E-49

