
Today is Racial Justice Sunday. 
The theme this year is “Dignity for all workers”, recognising the 
problems faced by people due to racism and ethnic discrimination 
in the workplace. We are invited to root our prayer and practical 
work for racial justice in our response to how God speaks to us in 
the scriptures at Mass this weekend. The focus of the Sunday this 
year is the exploitation of workers – both migrant workers in 
general and particularly victims of trafficking and slavery. For over 
a hundred and twenty years the Catholic Church has championed 
the rights of workers because of what we believe about the dignity 
of every person created in God’s image and the nature of human 
work itself, as being part of how God wants us to fulfil his will for us in our lives. Moreover, the 
rise of populist nationalism – in this country, the rest of Europe and throughout the world – has 
led to an increase in racial discrimination and hatred which Christians need to discern and 
denounce. The prophet Jeremiah in our first reading this Sunday (17: 5-8) is facing in his 
society a level of moral chaos and political disintegration which perhaps we can recognise. But 
his call to the people and their rulers is to trust in God and not in ‘man’ - human institutions, 
especially the power of the State, which has always claimed so much power over people’s 
lives. For Christians trusting in God rests on the resurrection of Christ from the dead, the belief 
which defines us as a community, which St Paul reflects about in our second reading from 1 
Corinthians (15:12, 16-20). Those who oppress others in the world put before people false 
heroes and role models based on power and violence: by contrast our God is one who was 
crucified as a common criminal and who came back to life through God’s power. 
In Luke’s Gospel Jesus who tells the poor that they are blessed and happy also tells the rich 
that the tables will be turned and that they will be punished: perhaps this is why Luke’s version 
of the Beatitudes is less well known than Matthew’s. All of us are challenged today to put the 
poor first, especially migrants and others who are victims of labour exploitation. 

WEEKDAY READINGS: YEAR I; DIVINE OFFICE: PSALTER WEEK  2 

the greatness he saw in the midst of their poverty, 
hunger and tears. He knew that like many poor 
people, they tended to look up to the ruling elites, 
the superstars of his time, with awe, perhaps with 
some envy, so he urged them not to be intimidated 
by their shallowness and false values. They must 
remain true to their own values and then their 
hunger would be satisfied and their weeping would 
become laughter and celebration. There are “great 
crowds of people” in our country, who need to be 
cured of many diseases – lack of self-confidence, 
fear of failure, narrow-mindedness. Not many are 
willing to do like Jesus, leave their homes and air-
conditioned offices and come down to the level 
ground to “fix their eyes on them”, converse with 
them, enter into their greatness and their wisdom. 
Some pretend to do it, but not sincerely. They 
praise the poor but secretly look down on them, 
utter platitudes and do not “exclaim” from the heart 
as Jesus does in this passage. A real challenge for 
us who are parents, community workers, teachers, 
church ministers. St Luke says that Jesus’ disciples 
were “gathered with the crowd.” That is our church, 
a community of ordinary people, needing healing 
like the rest of humanity, “sharing the joys and 
hopes, the grief and anguish of the people of our 
time, especially of those who are poor and 
afflicted”. 

Jesus “fixes his eyes” on us so that we can get to 
know him well and recognise his presence among 
us. His loving look is also a call to conversion so 
that we may be more like him. “How happy are 
you who are poor!” This is  a joyful exclamation at 
the greatness of the people he sees before him. 
We tend to relate to the poor in a condescending 
way. Even when we love them, we do it pityingly, 
we call them “disadvantaged” or “less fortunate 
than ourselves,” we want to “do things for them”.  
Right through his life Jesus did the opposite. In the 
presence of those his society considered poor – 
the “little ones,” “sinners”, “tax-collectors and 

prostitutes” – he felt 
inspired, was filled with 
awe, and he told them so. 
“Yours is the kingdom 
of God,” means that they 
are the ones who have 
the wisdom and the 
courage to make the 
kingdom a reality in the 
world. Jesus “stopped at a 
piece of level ground 
where there was a large 

gathering”. He didn’t want to talk down to people; 
he would “cure them of their diseases” by 
conversing with them at their level, entering into 
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MASS FOR SICK, HOUSEBOUND & 
ELDERLEY with the Sacrament of 
Anointing will be on Saturday 23rd February 
at 10.00am. All who suffer in any way are 
invited to receive the Sacrament. There are 
many Catholic people who find it difficult to 
come to church and have nobody to help 
them. If you know any, and can help, it would 
be an amazing act of charity.  
 
HOSPITAL VISITS. Please note that a Priest 
is not allowed to go to any Ward in William 
Harvey Hospital for a routine visit unless he is 
called by the Chaplain, hospital staff or the 
family. If you or a member of your family is in 
Hospital and is going to stay longer, you are 
preparing for a serious surgery, or there is a 
serious life threat, please ask the hospital staff  
of a member of your family to call the Catholic 
priest or make the call yourself, so we can 
come with the Sacrament of the Sick and 
Communion. If emergency occurs please do 
not wait until it is too late. 
 
CHURCH CAR PARK  Last Sunday at the 
10.30am Mass car parking was chaotic! Cars 
were double parked dangerously. We have 
received angry calls from members of the 
public complaining that inconsiderate blocking 
of the pavement and parking in the bus stop 
has made it unsafe  and dangerous when 
walking past the Church. Please remember to 
think when you park, if you are double parked 
please do not stop to chat after Mass but 
come out and remove your car. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL meet Monday 25th 
February at 7.30pm in the priests’ house. 
 
OFS meet Tuesday 26th February at 7.00pm 
in the priests’ house. New members very 
welcome.  
 
WEDNESDAY GROUP Meet Wednesday 
27th February at 2.00pm in the Church Hall. 
All welcome. 
 
EVENINGS OF RECOLLECTION for 
Women, Wednesday 27th February at 
6.30pm-8.45pm in St. Teresa's Church. A 
recollection is a time to reflect on how we live 
our faith every day, both at work, and in family 
life. There will be Holy Mass followed by two 
half hour meditations & Rosary. Also, a time 
for private prayer and confession between the 
meditations. All women welcome.  
 
REPOSITORY SHOP volunteers for the 
Repository shop are needed. Angela is 

Baptismal Course – Thursday 7th March 
7.00pm in the Church. 
  

First Holy Communion – Saturday 2nd March  
children’s catechesis in the Hall 10.45am. 
  

Confirmation Group –  Next meeting Thursday 
28th February at 8.00pm in the Church Hall 
 

RCIA – next meeting is on Wednesday, 27th 
February at 7.00pm in the Priest’s House.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

J&P GROUP are holding a collection for the Food 
Bank on the weekend 23rd/24th February. Items 
you can donate include: tinned meats and 
vegetables, soups, pasta, rice, cereals, biscuits, 
UHT Long-life milk, Instant Coffee, tea, 
Sugar, Items for Baby Boxes: Nappies (especially 
size 4 and 5). A full list is in the porch. A box will be 
placed in the porch on the week prior to the 
collection.  Please help if you can. Thank you. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

prepared to help anyone who would take over the 
running of the Repository shop until they are 
settled and happy. Please see Fr Peter if you are 
interested. 
 
CYMFED FLAME 2019 The biggest Catholic 
Youth event is back. Young people are invited to 
go to FLAME in Wembley Arena on Saturday 2nd 
March 2019. The theme for Flame is 
‘Significance’. Significance is defined as “worthy of 
attention,” “with meaning,” “important.” In terms of 
Scripture, it is a word which resonates deeply with 
God’s words , “You are my Beloved.”  We live in a 
world where it’s easy to feel constrained to 
measure self-esteem in Twitter and Instagram 
“likes”, responses to Facebook status updates, 
and Snapchat conversations. Flame2019 offers a 
fresh depth of perspective for young people, 
centred in their creation in the image and likeness 
of God. Can all forms  and payment be  returned 
to the Parish Office as soon as possible. We have 
some spare tickets please contact Louise or Fr 
Peter if you would like to attend. 
 
BEREAVEMENT TRAINING day will be held on 
9th March at Aylesford Priory Aylesford, Kent, 
ME20 7BX. The course will be presented by 
Elizabeth Partridge (Marriage and Family Life 
Team). If you would like to attend please contact 
the Parish Office for more details. 
 
PLEASE NOTE a priest will not be available for 
“At home “next Monday 18th February. 



SATURADAY 16TH FEBRUARY     

 10.00am Licia Johnston RIP 

    5.30pm The Vigil Mass: Michael Moloney 

 

SUNDAY 17TH FEBRUARY        6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME(C)     

   8.00am People of the Parish 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: Ethel & Ken Drake RIP 

 10.30am First Birthday Anniversary of Peter & Simon. In thanksgiving for life 

and requesting God’s blessings for further care & protection 

 

MONDAY 18TH FEBRUARY   

 10.00am Deceased members of the Nicholl Family 

 

TUESDAY  19TH FEBRUARY           

 10.00am In Thanksgiving for Emmanuel 

 

WEDNESDAY 20TH FEBRUARY      

 10.00am In Thanksgiving for Emmanuel 

    

THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY        

 10.00am Marilyn Mahlberg RIP 

   11.00am   Mass at Wye: Holy Souls 

 

FRIDAY  22ND FEBRUARY         THE CHAIR OF ST PETER    

 10.00am For all the Children & Catechists preparing for First Holy Communion. 

 

  SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY     SAINT POLYCARP 

 10.00am For the sick and housebound of the Parish with Anointing 

   12.30pm   Baptism: Teresa Dana  

   5.30pm The Vigil Mass: Edna & Peter Wydera RIP 

 

SUNDAY 24TH FEBRUARY   7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C ) 

   8.00am People of the Parish 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: Deirdre Callaghan 

 10.30am Ernest Cook RIP (with Children’s  Liturgy) 

     

  

MASSES AND SERVICES 

CONFESSIONS: SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.45-5.15pm 



ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRESBYTERY 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk   EMAIL: ashford@rcaos.org.uk 
TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN, OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
                 PARISH PRIEST                                    ASSISTANT PRIEST             PRIEST AT WYE   (TEL: 813765) 
       FR PETER KUCHARSKI                 FR LUKASZ  HADUCH               FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 
               

                    VISITING PRIEST  

  FR PIOTR KLYM & CANON LUKE SMITH  

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: Kathleen Wood, Helen Smith, Philip 
Croft, Julie Cook, Rosemary Sloan, Margaret Lane, William Dias,  Mary Hone,  Marina Shelton, Silvia Arones, 
Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr Wilf McGreal, Marta 
Thompson, Kathy Collar, Bernard Claw, Ann Carter, Sue Wall, Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Mary Wells, 
Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, Kay Kilby, David Lavelle, Sarah Weston, Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, 
Myrna Coleman, Teresa Ashby, David Robbins, Catherine Keane, John Lydon,  Fr David Peck, Sharon 
Mooney, Corrine Clark, Peter Thornton, Edmund Wall, Boyce Yeung,  John Melsom, Chris Rundle, Mary 
McAnally, Angela Frame, Eugene Corr, Paula Lamplough, Fr Kevin St Aubyn, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Janet 
Hatton, Pearl. 

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING:  Maria Mauriello, Bob & Angela 
Ashwell, William Churcher, Renato Macrai, Peggy Peters, George Mitchell, Bernard D’Lima, Gwendoline 
McRandel, George Martin, Breda Bradden, Joseph Epsom, James Walsh, Timothy Doyle, Amanda Redford, 
John Toner, Eileen Rogers, Johnathan Scott, Josephine Saverschek, Mary Saffrey, Bernard Byrne, Catherine 
Jones, Alice Tune, Michael Liston, Paddy Henderson, Norah Holdsworth, Cecilia Farthing, Fergy Strugynski, 
Rosa Barco, Edward Hopson, Frederick Hopson, Ella Byrne, Mary Isherwood, Betty Manning, Frank Want, 
Frank Watkins and all whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  
 

CATH MOLLOY (Requiem Mass Monday 4th March at 12.00 noon followed by Burial at Bybrook Cemetery)  

ANNIVERSARIES

THE SICK

SUNDAY READINGS 
17th February 2019: 
Jeremiah 17:5-8, 17-19; Psalm  1: 1-4, 6;  1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20;  
Luke 6:17, 20-26.  
 

24th February  2019: 
1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,11-13,22-23; Psalm 102(103)1-4,8,10,12-13; 1 Corinthians 

15:45-49;  Luke 6:27-38. 

ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  (01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200               WEB: www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £1,475.56 including  £355 in Standing Orders 

2ND COLLECTION THIS WEEK:  RACIAL JUSTICE  
2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK: NONE   

COUNTERS:      17th February : Karen & Andy 
                                  24th February : Angela & Denis  
                                                                                                         

GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (Tel. 077 71 59 2714) 
AT HOME: Please note a priest is not available for at home hours this Monday 18th February 
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