
What makes Christians different 
and what makes Christianity distinct from 
any other religion? I think the answer is given 
by St John the Apostle and Evangelist, when he 
says “God is love”. If God is love, and Jesus 
died for us out of love, then as his followers we 
ought to treat others not as they deserve but as 
God wishes them to be treated - with loving-
kindness and mercy. This is the true meaning of 
love of God and your neighbour. 
“The forgiveness of God is a sign of his 
overwhelming love for each of us; it is the love 
that leaves us free to move away, like the 
prodigal son, but that awaits our return every 
day; it is the enterprising love of the shepherd 
for the lost sheep; it is the tenderness that 
welcomes every sinner who knocks at his door. 
Heavenly Father, our father, is full and full of 
love and wants to offer it to us, but he cannot do 
it if we close our hearts to love for others”. (Pope 
Francis, Angelus noon prayer on September 
17). 
God is good to the unjust as well as the just. His 
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God. Rather is it your own inability to 
forgive yourself. A leading 

psychiatrist said that he could 
discharge two-thirds of his 

patients immediately if he could 
get them to forgive themselves. 
Jesus taught us one simple prayer, 
which we call the Our Father . It is 
a simple prayer. One of the 

petitions is where we ask God to 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. We can rattle off this 
prayer, and fail to realise the bind in which it can 
place us. In the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God to 
forgive us on one condition, which is that we will 
forgive others in our turn. There is a proven 
power in forgiveness and love. “Blessed are the 
meek” says Jesus, “they shall possess the earth.” 
We are impressed by the power of forgiveness 
shown by characters like Mahatma Ghandi, 
Martin Luther King, and others who somehow 
managed to turn the other cheek. The bully 
cannot deal with the power of the one who won’t 
strike back, but often resorts to violence as the 
only way to silence their voice of protest. To err is 
human, to forgive is divine. We would aim to be 
big-hearted, tolerant and patient. But the ideal 
Jesus sets for us is, “Be merciful, just as your 
heavenly Father is merciful.” 
 

Today we celebrate Jesus as the 
Lord of compassion and love. We 
cannot honestly approach his 
altar if we are still bearing 
grudges against others. Today’s 
gospel summarises something 
new for the religious leaders of 
Jesus’ day. Their law decreed “an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” In other words, they were 
expected to strike back at those who harmed 
them in any way. It is in a gospel like that, we 
see just how radical and revolutionary Jesus’ 
teaching must have sounded back then. Indeed, 
it is still quite revolutionary in today’s world, with 
our dog-eat-dog mentality. The process of 
salvation which he had come to establish would 
be based on forgiveness, and, therefore, to be 
part of, and to belong to that process must put 
each of us right Out there in the front line of 
tolerance, forgiveness, and love. Imagine 
yourself in front of a mirror, reflect on the failures 
and sin in your life. You are going to ask God’s 
forgiveness, you are going to try to make 
amends wherever possible, and you want to 
move forward from here. Ask yourself one 
simple question: Can you absolve yourself 
before asking God to forgive you? Can you ask 
God to do something for you that you are 
unwilling to do for yourself? Guilt is not from 

love embraces saint and sinner alike. God seeks 
our highest good and teaches us to seek the 
greatest good of others, even those who hate 
and abuse us. Our love for others, even those 
who are ungrateful and selfish towards us, must 
be marked by the same kindness and mercy 
which God has shown to us. It is easier to show 
kindness and mercy when we can expect to 
benefit from doing so. How much harder when 
we can expect nothing in return.  
St Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) describes 
Jesus double precept to give and forgive as two 
essential wings of prayer: "Forgive and you will 
be forgiven. Give, and it will be given you. These 
are the two wings of prayer on which it flies to 
God. Pardon the offender what has been 
committed, and give to the person in 
need" (Sermon 205.3). "Let us graciously and 
fervently perform these two types of almsgiving, 
that is, giving and forgiving, for we in turn pray 
the Lord to give us things and not to repay our 
evil deeds" (Sermon 206.2).  



PARISH COUNCIL meeting on  Monday 25th 
February at 7.30pm in the Priests’ house. 
 

OFS meet Tuesday 26th February at 7.00pm 
in the Priests’ house. New members very 
welcome.  
 

WEDNESDAY GROUP Meeting Wednesday 
27th February at 2.00pm in the Church Hall. 
All welcome. 
 

EVENINGS OF RECOLLECTION FOR 
WOMEN, Wednesday 27th February at 
6.30pm-8.45pm in St. Teresa's Church. A 
recollection is a time to reflect on how we live 
our faith every day, both at work, and in family 
life. There will be Holy Mass followed by two 
half hour meditations & Rosary. Also, a time 
for private prayer and confession between the 
meditations. All women welcome.  
 

CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY We 
have received a letter from the Catholic 
Children’s Society thanking Parishioners for 
their generous donation of £334.11 
(Christmas Crib collection). this will help 
vulnerable children and families across the 
Diocese. 
 

PAX CHRISTI  have sent a letter thanking  St 
Teresa’s Parishioners for their donation of 
£406.60. they stated that “your continued 
support of our work gives us great 
encouragement.”   
 

ST JOHNS SEMINARY  have written to thank 
us for the generous donation of £500 sent to 
them. This was enabled from the profit of the 
Repository Shop. 
 

REPOSITORY SHOP volunteers for the 
Repository shop are needed, especially 
someone who will take charge of orders. 
Please see Fr Peter if you are interested. 
 

CYMFED FLAME 2019 The biggest Catholic 
Youth event is back. Young people are invited to 
go to FLAME in Wembley Arena next Saturday 
2nd March 2019. The theme for Flame is 
‘Significance’. Significance is defined as “worthy 
of attention,” “with meaning,” “important.” In 
terms of Scripture, it is a word which resonates 
deeply with God’s words , “You are my 
Beloved.”  We live in a world where it’s easy to 
feel constrained to measure self-esteem in 
Twitter and Instagram “likes”, responses to 
Facebook status updates, and Snapchat 
conversations. Flame 2019 offers a fresh depth 
of perspective for young people, centred in their 
creation in the image and likeness of God. Can 
all forms  and payment be  returned to the Parish 
Office as soon as possible. We will meet in the 
Church car park at 8.00am and return 
approximately 8.00pm. Please bring a packed 

Baptismal Course – Thursday 7th March 
7.00pm in the Church. 
  

First Holy Communion – Saturday 2nd March  
children’s catechesis in the Hall 10.45am. 
  

Confirmation Group –  Next meeting Thursday 
28th February at 8.00pm in the Church Hall 
 

RCIA – next meeting is on Wednesday, 27th 
February at 7.00pm in the Priest’s House.  
 

Confirmation for Adults meet Wednesday 27th 
at 7.00pm in the Priest's House. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

J&P GROUP are holding a collection for the Food 
Bank this weekend 23rd/24th February. Items you 
can donate include: tinned meats and vegetables, 
soups, pasta, rice, cereals, biscuits, UHT Long-life 
milk, Instant Coffee, tea, Sugar, Items for Baby 
Boxes: Nappies (especially size 4 and 5). A full list 
is in the porch. A box will be placed in the porch on 
the week prior to the collection.  Please help if you 
can. Thank you. 

JUSTICE & PEACE EVENTS 

lunch and some money for MacDonald's in the 
evening. We have some spare tickets please contact 
Louise or Fr Peter if you would like to attend. 
 

LIFETIME OF LOVING You can give each other a 
wonderful gift by spending a day exploring your 
relationship more deeply to gain valuable insights 
into your communication. There is no group 
sharing and this is not marriage counselling or 
guidance but a chance to make your marriage 
even better. This marriage-enrichment day, for 
couples is scheduled for Saturday March 9 in St 
Teresa’s Ashford, Kent. For more information 
contact: Carole - Tel: 07983524727 
 

MEETING FOR THE PROTECTION OF MINORS  
Cardinal Vincent Nicholls is representing the 
Bishop's Conference of England and Wales at the 
Protection of Minors Meeting in Rome between 
21st-24th February.  Archbishop Peter has asked 
that the Diocese joins with Cardinal Nichols in 
prayer with the Pope during Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning Mass this weekend. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS. Please note that a Priest is 
not allowed to go to any Ward in William Harvey 
Hospital for a routine visit unless he is called by 
the Chaplain, hospital staff or the family. If you or 
a member of your family is in Hospital and is going 
to stay longer, you are preparing for a serious 
surgery, or there is a serious life threat, please ask 
the hospital staff  of a member of your family to 
call the Catholic priest or make the call yourself, 
so we can come with the Sacrament of the Sick 
and Communion. If emergency occurs please do 
not wait until it is too late. The Priests Emergency 
Number is 07796056111. 



SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY     SAINT POLYCARP 

 10.00am 1. For the sick and housebound of the Parish with Anointing 

                   2. Romuald Raczynski 
   12.30pm   Baptism: Teresa Dana  

   5.30pm The Vigil Mass: Edna & Peter Wydera RIP 

 

SUNDAY 24TH FEBRUARY   7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C ) 

   8.00am People of the Parish 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: Deirdre Callaghan 

 10.30am Ernest Cook RIP (with Children’s  Liturgy) 

     

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY       SAINT ETHELBERT 

 10.00am Vilma Gizzi RIP 

 

TUESDAY  26TH FEBRUARY           

 10.00am Cath Molloy RIP 

 

WEDNESDAY 27TH FEBRUARY      

 10.00am Rita Nwoko RIP 

    

THURSDAY 28TH FEBRUARY        

 10.00am Vilma Gizzi RIP 

   11.00am   Mass at Wye: Holy Souls 

 

FRIDAY  1ST MARCH               SAINT DAVID   

 10.00am Cath Molloy RIP 

   7.30pm    John Pereria 

 

SATURDAY 2ND MARCH  

 10.00am For the wellbeing of someone who has cancer 

    5.30pm The Vigil Mass: Patrick Pearson RIP 

 

SUNDAY 3RD MARCH 8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME(C)     

   8.00am Marilyn Mahlberg RIP 

   9.15am Mass at Wye: People of the Parish 

 10.30am David Young RIP 

   5.00pm    Mass in Polish: 45th Wedding Anniversary of Bozena & Stanislaw 

MASSES AND SERVICES 

CONFESSIONS: SATURDAYS  10.30-11.30AM & 4.45-5.15pm 



ST TERESA of AVILA CHURCH & PRESBYTERY 
4 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD TN24 8TX    

WEB: http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk   EMAIL: ashford@rcaos.org.uk 
TEL: 01233 624771 

* * * 

ST AMBROSE CHURCH, ST AMBROSE GREEN, OXENTURN ROAD, WYE, ASHFORD TN25 5AG 

* * * 
                 PARISH PRIEST                                    ASSISTANT PRIEST             PRIEST AT WYE   (TEL: 813765) 
       FR PETER KUCHARSKI                 FR LUKASZ  HADUCH               FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD 
               

                    VISITING PRIEST  

  FR PIOTR KLYM & CANON LUKE SMITH  

    PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE SICK: Kathleen Wood, Helen Smith, Philip 
Croft, Julie Cook, Rosemary Sloan, Margaret Lane, William Dias,  Mary Hone,  Marina Shelton, Silvia Arones, 
Thomas Kirby, Joan Bright, Baby Sebastian, Nancy Finnerty, Doreen Gavin, Fr Wilf McGreal, Marta 
Thompson, Kathy Collar, Bernard Claw, Ann Carter, Sue Wall, Pauline Runciman, Doreen Gabin, Mary Wells, 
Felicity Gliddon, Liam O’Connor, Kay Kilby, David Lavelle, Sarah Weston, Mark Haberland, Jane Rutter, 
Myrna Coleman, Teresa Ashby, David Robbins, Catherine Keane, John Lydon,  Fr David Peck, Sharon 
Mooney, Corrine Clark, Peter Thornton, Edmund Wall, Boyce Yeung,  John Melsom, Chris Rundle, Mary 
McAnally, Angela Frame, Eugene Corr, Paula Lamplough, Fr Kevin St Aubyn, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Janet 
Hatton, Pearl, Stephen Gasche, Romuald Raczynski.  

   PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE FOLLOWING:  Mary Collins, Thomas Spellsman, 
Louise Vuillermoz, Roy Randall, David Burus, Eileen Murray, Alice Simmons, Eugenico Pauza, Violet Legg, 
Jessie Doran, Eddie Nolan, Matthew Enekwe, Catherine Breen, Ernest Sadler, Lilian McDonald,  Ryan Berry, 
Katherine Emmerton, Patricia Hyland, Juliana Drumer Leigh, Philip Higgins, Vilma Gizzi, Bernard Freed, 
Frederick Wilson, Antonio Olivares, Stanislaus Giertlotowski, Rose Cook, David Young, Lourdes Chapman, 
Francis Woods, Albert Saffrey, John Moloney, Yvette Towner and all whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  
 

CATH MOLLOY (Requiem Mass Monday 4th March at 12.00 noon followed by Burial at Bybrook Cemetery)  
PATRICK TYNAN (Funeral Service  Tuesday 5th March at12.00noon followed by Burial at ByBrook Cemetery) 
ALBERT MARSH (Funeral Service Tuesday 5th  March at 1.20pm at  Charing Crematorium) 

ANNIVERSARIES

THE SICK

SUNDAY READINGS 
24th February  2019: 
1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,11-13,22-23; Psalm 102(103)1-4,8,10,12-13; 1 Corinthians 

15:45-49;  Luke 6:27-38. 
 

3rd March 2019: 
Ecclesiasticus27:5-8; Psalm  91(92): 2-3, 13-16;  1 Corinthians 15:54-58;  
Luke 6:39-45.  

ST TERESA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, QUANTOCK DRIVE  (01233) 622797     WEB: www.st-teresas.kent.sch.uk  
ST ANSELM’S SCHOOL,CANTERBURY (01227) 826200               WEB: www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk 

LAST  SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY: £1,623.68 including  £355 in Standing Orders 

2ND COLLECTION THIS WEEK:  NONE  
2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK: NONE   

COUNTERS:      24th February : Angela & Denis  
                                          3rd March : Maureen & Monica 
                                                                                                                                           

GIFT AID: Joanna Irwin  (Tel. 077 71 59 2714) 
AT HOME: a priest is available for a chat or office enquiry on Mondays  from 5.00-7.00pm 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=lily.mae&url=http://www.st-teresas-ashford.org.uk&urlHash=3.2240785635416674E-49

