
This Sunday there is a change in 
symbolism from shepherding to 
that of the vine. This is an image that 
derives from the Old Testament 
where the prophets speak of the 
chosen people as God's vine that 
he tends with love in the hope of 
it producing choice fruit. The 
evangelist now takes that same 
idea and revolutionises it by 
showing us that Jesus is the true 
vine and the disciples are his 
branches, in other words they 
cannot and do not exist apart 
from him. We are in complete 
union with him, that is, we remain 
or abide in him and draw life from 
him. Since we draw life from him 
then we will bear fruit and that 
means that we cannot claim to be 
his disciples and live only for 
ourselves. Abiding in Christ involves 
more than just superficial connection 
or occasional interaction. It requires 

a deep and ongoing relationship 
characterised by faith, obedience, 
and love. When we abide in 
Christ, we open ourselves to his 
transforming presence in our lives. 
We allow his words to dwell richly 
within us, shaping our thoughts, 
desires, and actions. The result of 
abiding in Christ is the bearing of 
fruit. Jesus says, "Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much 
fruit." This fruitfulness is not merely 
about outward accomplishments or 
religious activities but about the 
transformation of our character and 
the manifestation of Christ's love in 
our lives. The fruit of the Spirit—
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control—
begins to grow and ripen within us 
as we abide in Christ. Jesus also 
warns of the consequences of not 
abiding in him. He says, "Whoever 

does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned." 
Apart from Christ, we are 
spiritually barren and lifeless, 
destined for destruction. But in 
Christ, we find true life and 
purpose.  Are we abiding in Christ, 
allowing his life to flow through us 
and produce fruit? Or are we 
relying on our own strength and 
resources, apart from him? Let us 
recommit ourselves to abide in 
Christ daily, trusting in his grace 
and drawing deeply from his life-
giving presence.  



SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND St 
George's Cathedral is entirely reliant upon the 
generosity of its parishioners, volunteers and the 
Archdiocese of Southwark to keep its doors open. 
It does not receive Vatican or government funding, 
nor has an endowment to rely on. Your support 
can enable the Cathedral to remain open daily to 
those seeking a place of peace, prayer and 
worship. There will be a second collection after 
all Masses this weekend. 
 
CELEBRATING MIGRANTS  MONDAY 6TH MAY 
Anyone who has moved from one country to 
another, from one part of the country to another, 
one city to another, one town to another, one 
street to another is a migrant whether travelled by 
bus, train, car, taxi, aeroplane, boat, ship or any 
other means of transport.  Bring one another to 
celebrate the valuable contribution the stranger 
makes to every structure of society in life across 
our city and beyond.  Principle celebrant 
Archbishop John Wilson. The Mass will be 
celebrated on Monday 6 May at 12.30pm at St 
George’s Cathedral, London.   

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION during May is 
for the formation of religious and seminarians.  We 
pray that religious women and men, and seminarians, 
grow in their own vocations through their human, 
pastoral, spiritual and community formation, leading 
them to be credible witnesses to the Gospel.   



Sacraments & Formation 



 

RECENTLY DIED: 
 

Rosemary (Penny) Clover RIP 

Teresa Leonora Bechelli RIP (Funeral Thursday 16th 
May at 11.00am St Teresa’s ) 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF THOSE 
WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK & THOSE IN NEED

 

 SUNDAY‘S OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY & S/O £ TBA 
PRIESTS’ TRAINING FUND £526.26 

 
 
 

2ND COLLECTIONS 

PARISH PRIEST 

FR ALFRED OSAMOR 
 

ASSISTANT PRIEST 

FR ANSELM JIMOH 
 
 

RESIDENT PRIEST  

FR MANU MATHAI 
 

RETIRED PRIEST AT WYE 
  (TEL: 813765)                    

FR RODNEY SCHOFIELD
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